MR demonstration of the nasal cycle in the beagle dog.
Magnetic resonance (MR) imaging of periodic engorgement of the erectile tissue surrounding the turbinates in the beagle dog yields remarkably quiet data that are well fitted by a single sinusoidal wave form. This observation holds in spite of right-left asymmetries in the distribution of the MR signal. The nasal cycle also occurs normally in humans. Judging from the clarity of its MR representation in the dog, it is possible that this phenomenon could be confused in human MR with upper respiratory congestion associated with pathological processes.